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enjoyed equally by all Americans, regardless 
of economic status. 

MOTION TO COMMIT WITH INSTRUCTIONS 

Ms. Harris moves to commit the bill H.R. 
1 to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works of the Senate with instructions 
to report the same back to the Senate in 3 
days, not counting any day on which the 
Senate is not in session, with changes that— 

(1) are within the jurisdiction of such com-
mittee; and 

(2) provide full funding for removal and re-
mediation at sites on the National Priorities 
List developed by the President in accord-
ance with section 105(a)(8)(B) of the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, Com-
pensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (42 
U.S.C. 9605(a)(8)(B)). 

MOTION TO COMMIT WITH INSTRUCTIONS 

Ms. Harris moves to commit the bill H.R. 
1 to the Committee on Finance with instruc-
tions to report the same back to the Senate 
in 3 days, not counting any day on which the 
Senate is not in session, with changes that 
provide for worker training programs, such 
as training programs that target workers 
that need advanced skills to progress in their 
current profession or apprenticeship or cer-
tificate programs that provide retraining for 
a new industry. 

Mr. MENENDEZ. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

WORLD AIDS DAY 

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, on De-
cember 1, we mark World AIDS Day, 
reflect on the more than 35 million peo-
ple who have died of HIV or AIDS, and 
recommit to leading the way to an 
AIDS-free generation. 

For more than a decade, the United 
States has been a leader in the global 
fight against HIV/AIDS, and this in-
vestment has shown real returns. The 
progress in treatment of both adults 
and children living with HIV/AIDS has 
been dramatic. According to the World 
Health Organization, in 2005, only 14 
percent of women received services for 
the prevention of mother-to-child 
transmission. By 2016, that number had 
grown to 76 percent. Since 2001, the 
number of children born HIV-positive 
has decreased by more than half. 

We should not interpret these 
metrics of progress to mean that our 
work is done or that we can afford to 
pull back from our commitment to 
eradicate this epidemic. Children, in 
particular, remain especially vulner-

able to HIV/AIDS. The Elizabeth Glazer 
Pediatric AIDS Foundation notes that 
there are still 2.1 million children liv-
ing with HIV, and these children are 
receiving treatment at rates far below 
that of adults. The failure to support 
effective and acceptable HIV services 
for adolescents has resulted in a 50 per-
cent increase in reported AIDS-related 
deaths in this group compared with the 
30 percent decline seen in the general 
population from 2005 to 2012, according 
to the World Health Organization. We 
must do better. 

The challenge of protecting children 
from HIV/AIDS is not just about access 
to treatment. We must also continue to 
work to prevent mother-to-child trans-
mission, which is the leading cause of 
HIV infection in children, by improving 
services to pregnant mothers. We do 
this by strengthening healthcare sys-
tems in the most affected countries 
and by continuing to support the Presi-
dent’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Re-
lief, or PEPFAR, and local nongovern-
mental organizations in the fight 
against HIV/AIDS. 

The bipartisan commitment to ad-
dressing the complex challenges of the 
HIV/AIDS epidemic remains strong. 
However, this year, the Trump admin-
istration proposed cutting roughly 30 
percent of the international affairs 
budget. This is risky, short-sighted, 
wrong, and will dramatically impact 
our leadership on global health issues. 

The international affairs budget sup-
ports programs that have been both in-
strumental in preventing and treating 
pediatric AIDS and in encouraging 
other donor countries and organiza-
tions to match our participation. Dras-
tic cuts will impact not only our rep-
utation and our partnerships in the 
international community, but will 
have long-term consequences we can-
not clearly predict today. 

The international effort to combat 
pediatric AIDS exemplifies the ways in 
which countries, local NGOs, and the 
private sector can come together to 
protect the most vulnerable among us. 
Last month, I was proud to work with 
Senator RUBIO to introduce S. Res. 310, 
a resolution to recognize the impor-
tance of a continued commitment to 
ending pediatric AIDS worldwide. I 
want to acknowledge the leadership of 
Congresswomen ROS-LEHTINEN and LEE 
on a companion resolution in the 
House of Representatives and thank 
my colleagues who have joined as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 310 thus far: Sen-
ators BLUMENTHAL, BOOKER, BOOZMAN, 
COONS, DURBIN, FEINSTEIN, FRANKEN, 
HATCH, ISAKSON, KING, KLOBUCHAR, 
MARKEY, NELSON, RUBIO, and VAN HOL-
LEN. 

This bipartisan effort represents one 
of many steps to reinforce U.S. leader-
ship in combating HIV and AIDS and in 
protecting children around the world. 
On World AIDS Day, I call on my col-
leagues to redouble our support of U.S. 
Government programs that fight HIV/ 
AIDS and build healthcare capacity to-
wards an AIDS-free generation. 

TRIBUTE TO LUCY KELLY 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 

recognize the hard work of my Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation 
Committee law clerk Lucy Kelly. Lucy 
hails from Seattle, WA, and is a sec-
ond-year law student at American Uni-
versity. 

While clerking for the Commerce 
Committee, Lucy assisted the Sub-
committee on Consumer Protection, 
Product Safety, Insurance, and Data 
Security. She is a dedicated worker 
who was committed to getting the 
most out of her clerkship. I extend my 
sincere thanks and appreciation to 
Lucy for all of the fine work she did for 
the committee and wish her continued 
success in the years to come. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING G. THOMAS EISELE 
∑ Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, today 
I wish to pay tribute to former U.S. 
District Judge G. Thomas Eisele who 
passed away on Sunday, November 26, 
at the age of 94. 

Judge Eisele was a native of Hot 
Springs, AR. He served as a private in 
the U.S. Army during World War II and 
then went on to attend Harvard Law 
School. Eisele then came back to Ar-
kansas to practice law in Hot Springs 
and Little Rock. 

When Winthrop Rockefeller ran for 
Governor in 1966, Eisele became a legal 
adviser to his campaign and then to 
Governor Rockefeller during his ad-
ministration. Rockefeller rec-
ommended to President Richard Nixon 
that Eisele be appointed to the U.S. 
District Court for the Eastern District 
of Arkansas. Eisele was appointed to 
the position in 1970 and served on the 
bench for 41 years, including as chief 
judge from 1975 to 1991. 

Judge Eisele was widely respected by 
his legal peers and was known by law-
yers who argued cases before him for 
his thoughtful approach in the court-
room. An intelligent, passionate, hu-
morous, and reverent man, Judge 
Eisele left a significant judicial legacy 
when he retired from the court in 2011. 

His colleagues, former law clerks, 
and others he impacted all fondly re-
flect on and remember his profes-
sionalism, integrity, wisdom, and de-
meanor. To understand how highly re-
garded he was, we need look no further 
than the establishment of the G. 
Thomas Eisele Endowment for the 
Study of the History of the United 
States Federal Courts in Arkansas at 
the University of Arkansas at Little 
Rock. 

I am grateful for the influence that 
Judge Eisele had on our State, coun-
try, and judicial system during his ex-
traordinary career. I also want to ac-
knowledge and thank him for his serv-
ice in the military as part of America’s 
Greatest Generation. He will certainly 
be missed, but I hope his loved ones 
take comfort in his incredible legacy 
and life well-lived.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO TED KOENIG 

∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this 
week, I have the distinct honor of rec-
ognizing Ted Koenig of Kalispell for 
lending a hand with the humanitarian 
relief efforts in the U.S. Virgin Islands. 
A few months ago, after the devasta-
tion of hurricanes Irma and Maria, Ted 
left his home in northwestern Montana 
and traveled to the Caribbean to take 
part in the recovery. 

When Ted arrived on the island of St. 
Thomas in late September, he arrived 
to immense destruction. His initial 
mission on the island was to serve as a 
planner, helping to assess needs and co-
ordinate resources for the recovery, a 
job Ted is familiar with as he serves in 
a similar position as the northwestern 
Montana disaster program manager for 
the Red Cross. However, Ted spent the 
first few days hand-delivering essential 
supplies to areas outside the reach of 
emergency distribution centers. After 
helping deliver the basic necessities, 
Ted spent the final 2 weeks consoli-
dating damage assessments to inform 
decisionmakers about the require-
ments for longer term recovery. 

Helping others in need is common in 
Big Sky Country, and Ted’s journey to 
St. Thomas is another example of this 
ethic in action. This ethic runs deep 
from Kalispell to Broadus, from the 
Flathead River to the Powder River, 
and is revealed in Montana having one 
of the highest per capita Peace Corps 
volunteer rates in the Nation. It comes 
as no surprise that Ted served 3 years 
in the Peace Corps and was stationed 
in Madagascar. Thank you, Ted, for 
using your steady determination to 
help others overcome difficult cir-
cumstances.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING WESLEY F. 
BUCHELE 

∑ Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, today 
I want to honor the life and work of a 
man whose inventions—most notably, 
the large round hay baler—literally 
changed the landscape of America. 
Wesley Fisher Buchele, a native Kan-
san and professor emeritus of agricul-
tural engineering at Iowa State Uni-
versity, died September 13, 2017, at a 
hospice in Ames, IA. He was age 97. 

Wes and his twin brother Luther were 
born in a Kansas farmhouse near Cedar 
Vale, KS, on March 18, 1920, to Charles 
and Bessie (Fisher) Buchele. Wesley 
and Luther were the youngest of seven 
Buchele brothers. 

Growing up on a Kansas farm in the 
1920s and 1930s was hard work. Eco-
nomic depression in rural America 
started early in the 1920s and worsened 
when the Great Depression hit the en-
tire country in 1929. When Wes was 11, 
his father, Charles Buchele, died, leav-
ing Wes’s mother and the Buchele 
brothers to run the family farm. Wes 
and Luther and several other brothers 
were still in school. 

The Bucheles ran a raw milk farm. 
Among other jobs, Wes delivered fresh 

milk early in the morning on his way 
to school, which sometimes made him 
late to school. When the principal 
found out why Wes was late, he essen-
tially gave Wes permission to be late if 
needed, saying that Wes had made 
more money for his family that morn-
ing than the principal would make all 
week. 

All the brothers worked to fill their 
father’s shoes, driven by the fear of los-
ing the family farm because of a $5,000 
mortgage, roughly $60,000 in today’s 
money. They succeeded. At the close of 
the Depression, the Buchele farm was 
the only one in their valley stil1 in the 
same family’s hands as at the begin-
ning of the Depression. 

At age 15, Wes was running a four- 
man threshing crew, when ‘‘it was 
105°F in the shade—and there was no 
shade!’’ The Buchele brothers bought a 
used tractor and ran it 24 hours a day, 
doing contract field work. One night, 
Wes pulled a night shift on that trac-
tor, and while plowing, he woke up as 
the tractor powered through a fence. 

The experiences of the sweaty, dirty, 
grueling work of threshing grain and 
baling hay led him to a lifelong inter-
est in making the lives of farmers easi-
er and safer. 

After graduating from Cedar Vale 
High School, Wes enrolled at Kansas 
State College where he earned bachelor 
of Science degree in agricultural engi-
neering. While at Kansas State, Wes 
met Mary Jagger. They were married 
at Mary’s hometown of Minneapolis, 
KS, on June 12, 1945. 

At K-State, Wes enlisted in the Re-
serve Officers Training Corps, ROTC. 
As second lieutenant in the U.S. Army, 
Wes was on a troop ship sailing toward 
Japan for the anticipated invasion 
when Japan announced its surrender 
after atomic bombs were dropped on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Wes was part 
of the demilitarizing force on the is-
land of Hokkaido and the northern part 
of the island of Honshu, Japan. After 
World War II, Wes served in the Army 
Reserve for 20 years, retiring as a 
major. 

After leaving Active Army Duty, Wes 
worked as an engineer for several years 
for John Deere in Waterloo, IA. He 
then left John Deere to do graduate 
work at the University of Arkansas, 
Fayetteville, where he earned his mas-
ter’s degree agricultural and mechan-
ical engineering. He and Mary then 
moved to Ames, IA, where he earned 
his Ph.D. in agricultural engineering 
and soil physics at Iowa State Univer-
sity. 

After earning his Ph.D., Wes taught 
at Michigan State University in East 
Lansing, MI, before returning to Iowa 
State University in 1963 to join its fac-
ulty. 

As noted by his son, Steven Buchele, 
after the move back to Ames, ‘‘Dad 
never worked another day of his life. 
For Dad, it was all fun and interesting 
and ISU encouraged his imagination 
and he loved teaching and inventing 
things. It wasn’t work, and he earned 
the name ‘Wild Wes.’ ’’ 

He also earned the name ‘‘Blood and 
Guts Buchele’’ for how he championed 
the cause of farm machinery safety. In 
class, he showed hundreds of slides of 
people who had lost arms or legs, hands 
or feet to a PTO shaft or a grain auger 
or what a farmer looked like after 
being sprayed with anhydrous ammo-
nia. One student said that he never 
looked at farming the same way after 
seeing Wes’s slides. 

At Iowa State, Wes’s creativity blos-
somed. He published hundreds of tech-
nical articles, aided greatly by the able 
editing of his wife, Mary. He was 
awarded 23 patents, the two most nota-
ble being the large round baler and the 
axial-flow threshing cylinder for com-
bines. Almost all combines sold today 
are rotary combines that employ a var-
iation of the axial-flow threshing cyl-
inder. 

Wes also designed blade guards for 
rotary lawn mowers, a tandem trac-
tor—a precursor to the four-wheel 
drive tractor—and devices for har-
vesting crops like strawberries, alfalfa, 
and marigolds. He developed a ridge- 
till farming system that, in addition to 
saving farmers time and fuel, also 
helped the environment by conserving 
topsoil and soil moisture. It was a pre-
cursor to today’s ‘‘No-till farming.’’ 

Wes loved teaching and mentoring 
the hundreds of graduate students who 
came from all over the world specifi-
cally to study with him. Upon gradua-
tion, they then went into industry or 
back to their home countries, helping 
further improve agricultural practices 
throughout the world. 

Wes published three books: ‘‘The 
Grain Harvesters’’ with Graeme Quick, 
in 1978; ‘‘Just Call Us Luck’’ with twin 
brother, Luther, about their childhood 
in Kansas, in 2008; and ‘‘Who Really In-
vented the Cotton Gin’’ with William 
D. Mayfield in 2016. He also wrote 
many other unpublished books, includ-
ing a volume two to the Grain Har-
vesters, and hundreds of short stories. 

Leading up to and after retirement in 
1989, Mary and Wes traveled the world, 
teaching in China before and after 
Tiananmen Square, in Ghana, Aus-
tralia, Tanzania, Nigeria, and the Phil-
ippines. 

After the death of his wife, Mary, in 
2000, Wes wou1d visit, his four children 
and their spouses—Rod and his wife, 
Mary Lou, Marybeth, Sheron and her 
husband, Curtis, and Steven and his 
wife, Suzanne, his eight grandchildren, 
and four great-grandchildren, staying 
for 6 weeks to 2 months, depending on 
‘‘the list.’’ ‘‘When Dad arrived, he 
would ask for ‘the list,’ a list of things 
that needed fixing around the house, 
promising to stay only as long as there 
were things to do on that list. Then he 
would move on to the next child’s fam-
ily—and a new list,’’ said Steve 
Buchele. 

On Labor Day 2017, Wes decided to 
mow the backyard of the home in Ames 
he shared with his daughter, Marybeth. 
As he used a rope to lower the lawn 
mower down a slope to finish mowing, 
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